
DISABILITY CAPITOL ACTION DAY 
Public Policy Priorities

This year’s DCAD theme is the Olmstead decision, which states that people with 
disabilities, including seniors, must be able to choose life in the community 
rather than in an institution. During your legislative visits we encourage you 
to focus on the following bills and budget issues, which affect consumer 
choice. 

LEGISLATION

HEALTH & ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY & EMPLOYMENT 

SUPPORT: AB 214 (Chesbro) Requires health service plans to cover medically 
necessary Durable Medical Equipment (DME) and services; with no caps lower 
than those for the overall health benefit.
 
 DME (including wheelchairs, breathing machines, shower chairs, hospital 

beds, etc…) is crucial for the people who need it to work and pay taxes, 
take care of their families, and contribute to their communities, whether 
they are recovering from a car accident or living with a long term 
disability; 

 90% of California health plans limit DME coverage to $2,000 annually, 
which is not enough to ever buy a wheelchair;

 AB 214 can save the state a lot of money. Eleven percent of people on 
Medi-Cal also have private insurance, and their insurance has limits on 
DME. In 2008, Medi-Cal spent $6,526,503.67 – half of it general fund – on 
DME for people with other health insurance coverage.

SUPPORT: AB 1269 (Brownley) enhances the Medi-Cal California Working 
Disabled Program, which provides affordable health coverage for working 
disabled individuals, by:

 Extending eligibility to 26 weeks during periods of unemployment, as long 
as income falls below 250% of federal poverty level;



 Limiting the amount of the premiums; 

 Exempting Social Security disability income and permitting savings.

These changes will allow more people with disabilities to join the workforce 
and save some earnings without penalties.

IN HOME SUPPORT SERVICES

SUPPORT: AB 1532 (Lieu) ensures that certain federal funding received by 
counties is kept in the IHSS program.  Originally, the state and counties paid 
for IHSS, but starting in the mid-1990’s, the federal government has twice 
increased the amount it pays towards IHSS. Both times, the counties saved 
money because of the increased federal contribution, but the counties were 
not required to keep the savings in the IHSS program. Now the federal 
government has again increased its contributions through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which means the counties save money 
again – money which should stay in the IHSS program.

While no one in the DCAD Coalition wants to see fraud in the IHSS program, 
we oppose these bills, because they do not reduce fraud but will burden 
consumers and workers.

OPPOSE: SB 141 (Maldonado) Requires that every IHSS provider timesheet 
submitted for payment be signed by both IHSS provider and recipient declaring 
under penalty of perjury that the information on the timesheet is true and 
correct. 

 Provides civil penalty of $500; 

 Burdens IHSS workers and consumers. This is not required of other 
employer and employee relationships.

OPPOSE: SB 142 (Maldonado) Requires the Department of Social Services to 
devise a method to give IHSS providers a list of approved duties before 
working for an IHSS consumer. This would: 

 Undermine consumer control over IHSS because, by law, the consumer is 
the employer with the authority to hire, fire, and direct the homecare 
worker;

 Make it difficult to meet the consumers’ needs at the time the services 
are provided. For example, if a consumer is ill and can’t get out of bed 
to prepare her meals, the homecare worker should be able to do that 



even if meal preparation wasn’t on the original list of services because 
when the consumer was assessed, she was able to prepare her own 
meals.

STATE BUDGET

The governor and the Legislature have already slashed supports and services 
for people with disabilities for the budget year starting July 1, 2009. On May 
14, with a budget deficit estimated to be up to $23 billion through June 2010, 
the governor released his May Revision proposals, which include new and 
deeper cuts to vital services. The governor said that some cuts would be 
withdrawn if the propositions pass on May 19th. These are some of the cuts 
already taken and some of the cuts proposed in the May Revision.

MEDI-CAL

Medi-Cal Cuts Already Taken in the 2009-10 Budget
Elimination of Medi-Cal Optional Benefits: adult dental, acupuncture 
services, audiology services and speech therapy services, chiropractic 
services, optometric and optician services, including services provided by a 
fabricating optical laboratory, podiatric services, psychology services, and 
incontinence creams and washes. People getting Medi-Cal will go without 
these vital services, or go to emergency rooms when they are in crisis, at 
great cost to the state. They may feel their only choice is to go to nursing 
homes. These services will continue to be available if a person is in a nursing 
home. This creates an institutional bias, which goes against the principles of 
the Olmstead decision.

         The May Revision Proposal for Medi-Cal                                     
The governor proposes unspecified additional cuts in Medi-Cal spending of 
$750 million, if the Obama administration gives California permission to make 
them. The additional cuts will probably change eligibility for some Medi-Cal 
services, meaning people will lose coverage. 

The governor proposes to save an additional $125 million by reducing Medi-
Cal services for newly qualified legal immigrants and for those who are 
Permanently Residing in the United States under Color of Law (PRUCOL). 
Effective October 1, 2009, this proposal would limit benefits for newly 
qualified immigrants (over the age of 20 and excluding pregnant women) and 
PRUCOL immigrants to emergency services only.

     May Revision Proposed Additional Cuts if Propositions Fail 
The Governor plans on cutting the Cash Assistance Program for 

Immigrants (CAPI) and California Food Assistance Program (CFAP):

 CAPI provides cash assistance to immigrant seniors and persons with 
disabilities who do not qualify for federal SSI. CFAP provides food 
stamps to immigrants who do not qualify for federal SSI or food stamps; 



 CAPI serves as a lifeline for people who rely on the grant to secure 
housing, food, and other basic needs. CAPI serves almost 10,000 
lawfully residing immigrant seniors and immigrants with disabilities in 
California.

IN HOME SUPPORT SERVICES 

IHSS Cuts Already Taken in the 2009-10 Budget

Share of Cost Increase: Forces new IHSS consumers who come on the program 
after July 1, 2009 and who have income greater than SSI to pay a share of cost 
which can be several hundred dollars.  If IHSS consumers can’t afford the 
cost, they could lose home care services. 

Wage Cuts: The budget cut state participation in IHSS wages so they will be 
$9.50 per hour, plus 60 cents for benefits. This budget cut has not yet been 
approved by the Obama Administration.

IHSS Proposal for the May Revision 

Reduce Wages to Minimum Wage: The governor proposes to further cut the 
state’s share of IHSS wages to the state minimum wage of $8.00 per hour, plus 
$0.60 per hour for health benefits. 

Elimination of IHSS Domestic and Related Services and Increase share of cost. 
IHSS consumers are assigned a functional index rank (1-5) for each IHSS 
services, reflecting how much help is needed for each service. The governor 
proposes to take away any domestic and related services (such as meal 
preparation and cleaning kitchens and bathrooms) if the consumer ranks below 
a 4 for that service, and to increase the share of cost for any IHSS consumers 
with an average functional index score below 4.

$15.8 Million IHSS Anti-Fraud Initiative:  The Governor proposes to save 15.8 
million dollars through an anti-fraud initiative, but has supplied no details 
what laws or rules or action will be needed to do so.

IHSS Cuts if Propositions Fail for the May Revision 

The governor proposes to take away ALL IHSS domestic services for consumers 
with an average functional index below 4.

The governor proposes to take away ALL IHSS SERVICES (both personal care 
and domestic) for any consumer with a functional index below 3. This means 
that if an IHSS consumer has the physical ability to do the IHSS task, but needs 
direction or prompting, no services will be allowed. This cut will severely 
affect consumers, including seniors, with certain psychiatric or developmental 
disabilities or who have Traumatic Brain Injury.



 These cuts will jeopardize the safety of people who need these services.

 These cuts will make it more difficult for people with disabilities to live in their 
communities.

 The state is increasing the rates to nursing homes, clearly contrary to Olmstead.
  

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME (SSI)

   SSI Cuts Already Taken in the 2009-10 Budget
 May 1: Grants will go from $907 to $870 per month for an individual and from $1,579 

to $1,524                                 per month for couples.                           

 July 1: Grants will go from $870 to $850 per month for an individual and $1,524 to 
$1,489 

per month for couples.
 

   The May Revision Proposal for SSI: Deeper cuts 

 On September 1, the maximum grant for an individual would drop from $850 to $830 per 
month                 and the maximum grant for a couple from $1,489 to $1,407 per month.

 People on SSI/SSP – California’s poorest seniors and people with disabilities – 
have to meet all their basic needs like food, clothing and shelter, from this 
check. These cuts, combined with cuts to Medi-Cal and IHSS, will make 
threaten their ability to live with any level of safety and independence.

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES (DDS)

Cuts Already Taken in the 2009-10 Budget

$100 Million Cuts in the DDS Budget from the Community Care System. These cuts are 
still yet 
to be decided through a stakeholder process.

The May Revision Proposal for Department of Developmental Services
 $234 Million in Additional Cuts;

 All cuts are to the community care system, not to the institutions, 
contrary to Olmstead. 
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